
he alienation of Adventist
youth from religion is easy
to presuppose but very dif-

f icult to measure. No one would
challenge that some, perhaps many
SDA youth are alienated. All are
not. And some who are alienated
from religion are not alienated
from the church.  For  them,
Advent ism is  a socia l  c lub that  is
suf f ic ient  wi thout  re l ig ion.

Furthermore, the aware observer
w i l l  no te  t ha t  among  th i s  g roup  a re
many young people who,  a l though
mainly social in their relationship
to the church, are not alienated in
any ultimate sense. They are not
angry or hosti le. They plan to be
bel ievers someday-or  at  least  to
raise their children as believers.
" l 'm not  against  re l ig ion,"  my 20-
year-old son told me two days ago,
" i t 's  just  not  for  me r ight  now."
He and h is  l8-year-o ld brother
have seen the best  and the worst  in
the church,  and whi le  they are not
a l i ena ted ,  t hey  a re  wa i t i ng  t o  see
bet ter .  Unl ike the f iery ideal ism
one th inks of  as an inevi table char-
acter is t ic  of  youth,  my sons and
many of  thei r  f r iends exhib i t  a
yawning patience as they wait for
the passing years to somehow
make i t  a l l  re levant .

To address the var ious levels of
belief and unbelief among the
church's youth has appealed to
adul t  analysts for  generat ions.
These adults express concern about
saving the young people for
the church, protecting them from
worldly allurements, and develop-
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ing church programs that meet the
needs of the young. Ellen White's
pessimism regarding the general
readiness of the youth of her day
to face eternal judgment continues
to motivate adult Adventists who
watch today's secular generation. i
But other concerns also trouble
older Adventists. The extended
distance in time from 1844 has
become more than a nagging real-
i ty .  People who promised wi th
some fervor that Christ would
come " in my l i fe t ime" are dy ing.
There is a future to be faced on
earth,  and l ike i t  or  not ,  that  fu ture
belongs to k ids who l is ten to rock
music,  go to movies,  and p lay on
Sabbath.

The word alienution may be
ultimately inappropriate in de-
scribing the attitudes and behavior
of SDA youth today. The word
suggests withdrawal and estrange-
men t .  Desp i t e  t he  somet imes  wan-
ton appl icat ion of  the sacrament  of
bapt ism, many Advent is t  young
people have never become suffi-
ciently involved in the l ife and mis-
sion of the church to qualify now
as beins alienated.

Much of the alienation
and disillusionment that

touches the lives of
youth today is second

generotionol.

I  propose that  much of  the
alienation and disil lusionment that
touches the l ives of youth today is
second generational. It is theirpar-
enls who are alienated and disil-
lusioned. These parents are no
longer able to sustain traditional
perceptions of SDA faith and life.
Their children have not committed
half a l i fetime to the ultimacy of
Adventism, and are therefore less

influenced, for example, by such
crises as Ellen White's use of
sources or the involvement of
church leaders in financial scan-
dals. Indeed, many of the youth
show litt le interest in such issues.

In the paragraphs that follow,
then, I assume that both parents
and children suffer from aliena-
tion. The difference between the
two groups can be summarized
thus: Adult alienation involves
fear and loss, while youth aliena-
tion is characterized more by
apathy and uninvolvement. The
impl icat ions of  th is  double phe-
nomenon are sizable, given the
crit ical place in which the church
f i nds  i t se l f  h i s ro r i ca l l y .

Contributing Factors

A number of factors contribute
to the apathy youth feel toward
religion. Three are identif ied here:

l. Breakdown o.f outhority.
Those who study h is tory and so-
ciology generally agree that the
youth revolution of the 1960s
made a radical, perhaps perma-
nent, difference in attitudes to-
ward authority in the western
wor ld.  Al though today 's  young
people prefer to focus their nostal-
gia on the 1950s, their responses to
authority are colored much more
by the s ix t ies.

Paralleling the general societal
disparagement of authority today
is the reduction of authority in the
church. Conservative traditions
require considerable author i ty .
Adventism has been able to assume
the solid authority of Ellen White
and church leadership for genera-
t ions.

Those in the church who accuse
SDA scholars of depriving a de-
mythologized Ellen White of her
rightful authority do not ade-
quately account for the attitudes of
the age that has come upon us.
Those who Iament the reduction of
authority church leaders hold in

the mind of the SDA populace
should look beyond post office
scandals and Australian theology
debates to discover the reasons for
the shi f t .

Eventually, we may be required
to probe the origins of Adventism

The most prominent
snd devosting response
from youth today is

silence.

as expressed in the Millerite move-
ment. Ours was a radical, dissent-
ing movement that challenged all
authority, especially church au-
thor i ty .  I t  is  not  d i f f icu l t  to  make a
case that early Adventist leaders
were alienated youth who chal-
lenged exis t ing author i ty .  Perhaps
a partial solution to our present
d i lemma of  author i ty  l ies in  open-
ing our corporate minds and hearts
to our  past  radical  model ing.  In
fact, our prophetess urges us to
look to our past to find help for
the future.

2. The Adventist identity. The
ident i ty  cr is is  for  the SDA Church
contr ibutes to d is i l lus ionment  and
al ienat ion at  a number of  levels .
Organizationally, most Adventists
would describe their church as a
denominat ion.  Few choose to to be
known as members of  a "sect . "

However, Adventism is best
identif ied as a sect, and wil l con-
tinue to be so for as long as the
Sabbath remains central. A sect is
a group of adult believers who
withdraw in alienation from a
larger  mainstream denominat ion
or church with the purpose of
restoring a forgotten truth, or
creating a more satisfying fellow-
ship.

If the sect succeeds and grows, it
inevi tably  faces a cr is is  in  convinc-

(To page 45)
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The opportunity to meet parents
and school  board members,  par t i -
cipate in the church program,
at tend teachers '  meet ings and
generally "shadow" the supervis-
ing teacher is  invaluable.  This is
the real world. For the elementary
educat ion student  the exper ience
would be especially helpful in a
mul t igrade c lassroom. The secon-
dary educat ion student  would
benef i t  l - rom teaching exper ience in
a boarding academy. Students who
have par t ic ipated in  " tota l  immcr-
s ion"  teaching exper iences have
expressed enthusiasm about  the
benef i ts  gained.

The above l is t  o f  recommenda-
t ions is  only  a beginning.  Areas
such as mul t icu l tura l  educat ion,
the except ional  ch i ld ,  and p lanning
for  ind iv idual  d i f ferences have not
even been menl ioned.  Nor has th is
ar t ic le  addressed the concept  of
approved teachcr  educal ion pro-
grams.  l t  does recognize,  however,
t ha t  cduea t i ng  t cachc rs  i s  a  com-
plex task that  requi res sk i l l ,  com-
mitment ,  and hard work.

In a Seventh-day Advent is t  co l -
lege we must  be commit ted to
educat ing competent  teachers;  but
more than that ,  we must  prepare
tcachers who wi l l  care for  the
students they teach,  who are wi l l -
ing to go the extra mi le to help
them, who are dedicated to unsel f -
ish serv ice.  The shaping of  va lues
and at t i tudes is  even more d i f f icu l t
than the developing of  knowledge
and sk i l ls .  A study of  the l i fe  and
methods of  the N{aster  Teacher is
the foundat ion on which we bui ld .
Only as teachers model  in  thei r
i ives the pr inc ip les of  educat ion
demonstrated by Christ wil l they
succeed. TI
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The Alienation of
Adventist Youth

(Continued from page I9)

ing i ts  ch i ldren and grandchi ldren
ol '  the u l t imacy of  the cause es-
poused by the fathers and mothers.
As  the  yea rs  and  gene ra l i ons  pass .
the sect  tends e i ther  to f low back
t  ou ard mainstream denominat ion-
a l ism, or  to  break up in to addi -
t ional  groups who bel ieve that  they

Despite the sometimes
wonton application
of the sacrament of

baptism, mony
Adventist young people

have never become
sufficiently involved in

the life and mission
of the church to qualify
now os being alienated.

are now called to carry the banner
by inst i tu t ing fur ther  reforms.  ln
this scenario, the children "flow,"

while the parents dig in and resist
change .  W i thou t  t he i r  own  o rgan i -
zational base, the youth often flow
out altogether.

The identity crisis goes beyond
organizational perceptions. Recent
theological discussions seem to
take a "debate" rather than a

"handshake" approach. Instead
of people of varying backgrounds
and views sitt ing down together,
and in brother ly  k indness seeking,
w i th  God ' s  gu idance ,  t o  a r r i ve  a r
a progressive and mutual under-
standing of  t ruth,  theology in
recent years has been argued
vehement ly  and somet imes d iv i -
s ive ly .  These noisy debates have
convinced many young people that
t ruth is  u l t imate ly  unknowable.  As
a resul t ,  few of  them become in-
volved in the d iscussions.  Instead,
they stop thei r  ears to avoid the
confusion.

3. ReJusal to address rssiles.
Most  Advent is t  young people do
not  bel ieve that  thei r  church is
addressing the real issues they face.
Some see the denominat ion as l5
to 20 years behind the t imes.
Others accuse the church of  t ry ing
to l ive in  the n ineteenth century,
whi le  the wor ld in  which they l ive
is  drawing them into the twenty-
f i rs  t  century.  Those who st i l l
bother  to ask about  movies,  wed-
ding r ings,  rock music,  jewelry ,
dress,  and other  church standards
of  behavior  compla in that  they
receive decrees rather  than d iscus-
sion and well-reasoned explana-
t i o n s .  W h e n  a r g u m e n t s  a r e
presented to defend church stan-
dards,  many young people bel ieve
them to be relics dusted off by peo-
ple who have long since repented
of  any fun they ever  had.

But the most prominent and
devastating response from youth
today is silence. Many are not
interested enough to challenge the
traditions. Their world is f i l led
with dreams of personal (usually
financial) success. They have be-
come more conservat ive,  but  not
more commit ted to thei r  conserva-
t ive church.

Today's young church members
move about comfortably in the
"world," which is not the stranger
to them that it was to their Adven-t
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t ist parents and grandparents. The
technology damned by their par-
ents in the 1960s is celebrated and
explo i ted by youth of  the 1980s.
Flower power is out; high tech is
i n .

The young people described
above sometimes find themselves
in t rouble in  the SDA schools they
attend. They flatly reject appeals
for traditional behavior by aca-
demy pr inc ipals  who c i te  the "ex-

pectat ions of  our  const i tuency,"
prec isely  because the const i tuency
the youth know-thei r  parents and
thei r  f r iends '  parents- indicate no
such expectat ions.  The contradic-
tory signals the youth receive from
home, church,  and school  prov ide
l i t t le  c lar i ty  for  thei r  at tempts ro
understand re l ig ion.  They are be-
wi ldered by the ro le rhar  the school
assumes as watchdog to guard and
ensure the good behavior  no longer
required by the homc or  by thc
church.  In  these terms,  of  course,
parents and pastors are much more
popular  than academy and col lege
adminis t rators.  Recogni t ion of  th is
contradic t ion is  not  a new ins ight ,
but  no one seems to have found a
way to ef fect  church-wide consis-
tency in  deal ing wi th th is  a l ienat ing

site sex. He is told that he no longer
fits; that he has made bad choices
and thus removed himself from the
soc ie t y  o f  accep tab le  young
Adven r i s t s .

Rick is assured that he wil l one
day be grateful for this rejection,
and that he wil l be remembered in
special prayer. Of course, he is told
that  God loves h im just  as much as
ever and that  i t  is  not  the school
or  church that  saves h im. But  he
would be wil l ing to forgo the
prayers and have God love him a
l i t t le  less i f  he could just  s tay wi th
his  f r iends.

He agrees t .hat  the church can' t
save h im, and determines to make
i t  so.  He understands that  the
school  must  s tand for  something,
but  he wonders whv i t  has to s tand

The young people . . .
are bewildered by the
role that the school

ossumes os walchdog to
gusrd snd ensure the

good behavior no
longer required by the

home or by the church.

swers must be sought. Here are
seven suggestions:

1. Develop an information flow
on the qttitudes, needs, and wants
of SDA young people.It is almost
impossib le to f ind substant ive re-
search that deals with the areas
cons ide red  i n  rh i s  d i scuss ion .

We should stop telling
the youth that they

are the best hope for
the church's future and

tell them instead
that we need them now.

2. Face every issue openly and
honeslly, rnaking sure tha/ the
topics disc'ussed uc'tually connecl
with the l ives of lhe youth. The
only real ly  dangerous qucst ions of
youth are the ones we rcfuse to
let  thcm ask.  The same formula
should be appl ied in  deal ing wi th
o lde r  Adven l i s t s  who  a re  i n  t r an -
s i t i on .

3. Provide a usable past. His-
tory has remarkable power,  despi te
the unswerv ing e f for ts  o l  many
history teachers to destroy the
disc ip l ine by thei r  teaching tech-
n i q u e s .  T h e  A d v e n r i s t  p a s r
abounds wi th answers to the ques-
t ions and cr ises of  contemporary
Advent is ts .

4. Provide new meanings. A sig-
nificant number of young Adven-
t is ts  v iew "progressive t ruth"
language as idle chatter. Estab-
lished truths do not need to be
negated in order to provide new
meanings. We can search for appli-
cations to current problems based
on  the  p r i nc ip les  o f  ou r  p ionee rs .

In our schools and pulpits, reli-
gion teachers and ministers should
keep in touch with what young
people are thinking and reading.

pnenomenon.
Ocassional ly ,  when a young per-

son is  asked to leave an Advent is t

Most Adventist young
people do not believe

thut their church is
addressing the real

issues they face.

school  for  not  conforming,  the
al ienat ion for  h im is  complete.
Let 's  take the case of  Rick,  an
academy  j un io r  who  has  commi r -
ted an in f ract ion of  a school  ru le
against  socia l iz ing wi th the oppo-

for  th ings that  h is  home and h is
church do not seem to stand for.
The entire process is discussed at
length among Rick 's  f r iends,  who
are a lso a l i t t le  a l ienated.

The conclus ion of  the story
comes several years later when
Rick,  now a conf i rmed unbel iever ,
discovers that the standards that
cost him his place in his religious
society have changed, and his sins
are no longer perceived as crit ical
to school attendance.

Countering

Solutions are easier to l ist than
to implement; nevertheless, an-
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They should certainly read books
that are at least as challenging as
those read by thei r  s tudents and
young par ish ioners.  Bor ing,  unin-
formed re l ig ion teachers should be
shi f ted to other  dut ies.  Poor ly
taught  Bib le c lasses wi l l  do l i r t le  ro
give credib i l i ty  to  the doctr ines be-
ing presented.  Of  course,  thc same
could be said for  other  d isc ip l ines.

5. Involve the .t 'outh in itnpor-
tqnt det'isions und project.s, both in
local churt'hes and churc'h institu-
1 lon.r .  This  involvcment  needs to
be more than syntbol ic .  We should
stop te l l ing the 1,outh that  they are
the best  hope for  the church 's
future and te l l  thern instead that
we need them rlr.rx'.

6. Prorrtote huntunitarian ser-
vit 'e itt chttrt lt dtrd (t)Duttunity u.s tt
posit ive substitute .for t he neg(ttive

flow of prohibitions. New causes
br ing new commitments,  new
hope,  and improved behavior .

"7 
. Win back disillusioned par-

ents by providing more democratic
involvement within the church
structure.  In i t ia te a d ia iogue
between parents, teachers, and

When orguments are
presented to defend

church standards, mony
young people believe

them to be relics dusted
o"ff by people who have
long since repented of
any fun they ever had.

school administrators. Parents wil l
thereby feel more involved in the
mission of the school, and perhaps
less alienated from the church as
wel l .

The o ld ways are not  work ing.
But the reformation needed in the
church at  th is  t ime wi l l  probably
not  be prayed down or  "commit-

teed" up.  Our fervent  hopes for
our  youth and thei r  parents wi l l  be
real ized only when rve become wi l l -
ing at  a l l  levels  to put  as ide the
personal ,  pol i t ica l ,  and t radi t ional
agendas that  c lut ter  the pathway to
la i th  and serv ice.  We must  ask
oursc lves what  we real ly  want  to
pass on to our  young people,  then
deport  oursc lves so that  when
our t lme passes,  they wi l l  be rcady
and wi l l ing to accept  and imple-
n ren t  r t .

Teachers and Administrators. o .
GOT THE CERTIFICATION BLUES?

H O M E  S T U D Y  I N T E R N A T | O N A L ,  A d v e n -
t i s t  s c h o o l  b y  m a i l ,  o f f e r s  y o u  a  l o w - c o s t ,
p r a c t i c a l .  e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  e a r n  o r  m a i n -
t a i n  y o u r  c e r t i f  i c a t i o n .

L e a r n  i n  s p a r e  t i m e ,  e v e n i n g s ,  w e e k e n d s ,
o r  d u r i n g  s u m m e r  b r e a k .  H S I ' s  c e r t i f i e d
t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  g u i d e s  y o u  e v e r y  s t e p  o f
t h e  w a y  w i t h  f r i e n d l y ,  p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e
a n d  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  c o u r s e s .  H S I
c r e d i t s  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  a l l  S D A  c o l -
l e g e s .  C h e c k  w i t h  y o u r  c o l l e g e  o r  U n i o n
E d u c a t i o n  D i r e c t o r  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e -
q  u  i r e m e  n t s .

C h o o s e  f r o m  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  c o u r s e s :

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  P S Y C H O L O G Y

P h i l o s o p h y  o f  A d v e n t i s t  E d u c a t i o n
G e n e r a l  P s y c h o l o g y
E x p l o r i n g  E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d
C h i l d  D e v e l o o m e n t
Ado lescent  Growth  & Deve looment
M a t h  i n  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l
T h e  T e a c h i n g  o f  R e a d i n g
Eva lua t ion  in  Teach ing
H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n
Psycho logy  o f  Learn ing

RELIGION
Bib le  Su rvey
L i f e  &  Teach ings  o f  Jesus
Advent is t  H is tory
Advent is t  H is tory
Dan ie l  &  Reve la t i on
Old Testament  Prophets
Cor in th ian  Ep i s t l es
Prophe t i c  Gu idance

Mai l  coupon for  f ree school
cata log or  phone (202\  7226510.
Get  the facts NOW.

l l  
Home Studv  In te rna l iona l

I ' r-  6940 Carrol l  AVenuet -t1tt  Takoma Park, MD 20912

Please mai l  me your  f ree  scnoot
c a t a l o g  l i s t i n g  a l l  c o u r s e s
a v a i l a b l e  f  r o m  H S I A 1 1 6 0 1

N a m e

Add ress

C i t y

State/Zip

HS/ ls accredited by the GC
Board of  Regents,  Nat ional  Home
Study Council, and approved by
the Maryland State Department
of Education.

Your
Adventist School

By Mail
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